
be soldiers
— Pope Saint John Paul II to 

Curtis Martin upon the founding of the 
Fellowship of Catholic University Students, 1997



letter from founder

ince we started our journey 17 years ago, the Lord 
has continued to make FOCUS’ mission on college 
campuses more clear. It is our responsibility as Cath-

olics of the New Evangelization to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ’s salvation to the ends of the earth. For the 
Catholic Church to thrive, it is imperative to raise up those 
who can bring lost and lukewarm souls into the fullness of 
the faith. The world needs Catholics who are both faithful 
and fruitful.

We know what we are up against. There are about 100 
million people in the United States today who have been 
Catholics, but only about 15 million Catholics attend 
Mass faithfully every Sunday. Of that number, only one 
million consider themselves to be “missionary disciples” — 
believers whose faith in Jesus is the central aspect of their 
lives — and only about 25 thousand of the missionary dis-
ciples would say they know how to teach others to become 
missionary disciples. 

FOCUS exists to raise up missionary disciples, and we do 
this by reaching out to souls on campus, inviting students 
into a genuine relationship with Christ and teaching them 
how to evangelize others. But the place our missionaries 

work isn’t just a mission field: it’s a battlefield.  They are the 
ones to walk courageously into the darkness of the culture 
to share the light of Christ with the whole world; they are 
the ones who heroically share the Christian way of life and 
work resolutely to build up the Church. As of today, we 
have almost 500 active soldiers for Christ — and we’re just 
getting started!

With hearts full of joy, we continue to look ahead in faith 
to what the Lord has in store for our apostolate. This year, 
FOCUS is sending missionaries to 113 college campus-
es across the U.S., including the United States Military 
Academy at West Point and two schools in Washington 
State, our first opportunity to serve in the Pacific North-
west. And we have even more to look forward to: We are 
already in discussion with more campuses, already hiring 
missionaries for next year, and already preparing for the 
next step our Lord has in mind for us.

As I think about the exciting path on which the Lord is 
taking us, I look back and see how greatly He has blessed 
us through the people whom our missionaries have had 
the chance to encounter and serve, especially our nation’s 
bishops, our amazing campus chaplains, and our generous 

benefactors. FOCUS would not exist if not for the prayers, 
encouragement, and sacrifices offered by so many of you. I 
give thanks to God that you have stepped out in faith with 
us to change the world for Christ.

We continue to put our trust in God, who never fails to pro-
vide for us in His bountiful generosity. As you read through 
the pages of this report, I encourage you to explore the good 
work our Lord is doing in the lives of so many college-aged 
students through this apostolate. It is my personal hope that 
you will celebrate with us for the ways He has revealed His 
mercy, love, and providence. 

May God bless you abundantly, and we hope you will keep 
FOCUS in your prayers as we strive ever forward in the 
pursuit of the gospel.

Sincerely in Christ,

Curtis A. Martin, Founder & CEO
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Above: Curtis stands with the representatives from every campus, 
celebrating FOCUS’ growth from one campus in 1998 to 100 cam-
puses in 2015.
 
We have come so far from where we began. In 1997, Curtis was 
blessed with the opportunity to meet Pope John Paul II, sharing with 
the Pontiff his hope for FOCUS. Upon hearing Curtis’ vision, His 
Holiness gave Curtis his mission orders:

 

 

Since then, FOCUS has battled on college campuses to win souls for 
Christ, one student at a time. Come see our journey…
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“Go, therefore, 
          and make 
  disciples 
      of all nations…”
       

(Matthew 28:19)

a simple,
vital question

why focus?

E ver since I joined the Fellowship of Catholic Univer-
sity Students in 2003, I have had so many wonder-
ful opportunities to share the mission and vision of 

FOCUS with others across the nation. As I speak about 
the vision and practices of our organization, I’m often met 
with this question:

Why would recent college graduates choose to become 
FOCUS missionaries?

In Chapter 6 of John’s Gospel, Jesus tells the crowds that 
unless they eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 
blood, they will not have life in them. When He says this, 

many of His would-be disciples choose to follow Him no 
longer. Afterward, Jesus turns to the Twelve and asks: “Will 
you also go?”

It is Simon Peter who answers: “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life; and we have believed, 
and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God” 
(John 6:66 – 68).

The nearly 500 young men and women who have chosen 
to be FOCUS missionaries for the 2015 – 2016 school year 
have encountered the truth as Peter did: God loves us. He 
who made the heavens, earth, and everything in between 
was willing to write Himself into history so He could rescue 
us from death and give us abundant life. That is why these 
faithful, courageous missionaries seek out the lost and luke-
warm souls on our nation’s campuses: so that all may know 
God and experience the unsurpassed joy of sharing our lives 
with Him eternally. There is nothing in the world more lib-
erating, hopeful, and inspiring than welcoming Jesus Christ 
into everything we do and being transformed by His love 
within us — and we believe the whole world should know it.

Today, we are waging a cultural battle. Our society devalues 
life, neglects those in need, and has lost its sense of our hu-
man dignity. So many young people are entering the world 

without knowing their true worth and purpose. Now 
more than ever we must share the message of Christian 
hope.

With great faith and with hearts burning with the desire 
to share the Good News, FOCUS sets off for college 
campuses to answer the call of evangelization:

craig
miller

Sincerely in Christ,

Craig Miller, President
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our scriptural
foundations

To know Christ 
Jesus and to 
fulfill the Great 
Commission

our 
mission 

statement

the call of 
  discipleship
“Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, to the close of the 
age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20)

personal 
  investment
“So, being affectionately desirous of you, 
we were ready to share with you not only 
the gospel of God but also our own selves, 
because you had become very dear to us.” 
(1 Thessalonians 2:8)

“And this is eternal life, that they know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3)

knowing 
  Christ Jesus

“By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.” 
(John 15:8)

bearing fruit
  in mission

spiritual
  multiplication
“And what you have heard from me before many 
witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be 
able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2)

1

2

3

4
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This year we welcome nearly 500 missionaries who will be serving college students all across the nation. While they come from all walks 
of life, each of them is committed to reaching out to students with the hope and joy of Jesus Christ.  

now entering the field 
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meet our missionaries 
Please join us in praying for our missionaries as they bear witness to Christ’s love 

and share their lives with students this year.  
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For the 2015 – 2016 school year, 
FOCUS will send nearly 500 young men 

and women to serve as missionaries, 
typically in teams of four. Katie O’Donnell 

served as a FOCUS missionary for four 
years at Auburn University in Alabama, 

and now she serves as a Curriculum 
Specialist for FOCUS Equip. Here she 

shares her story of daily life as 
an on-campus missionary. 
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in pursuit 
of the call

the life of a missionary

katie
o’donnell

<



rowing up, Katie had heard of FOCUS through 
her parents, who were supporting a missionary. 
But her first true encounter with the organization 

was seeing the missionaries at a FOCUS conference. 
They were such joyful witnesses of Jesus Christ, and 
their witness inspired Katie to become a missionary at 
Auburn.

“If I’m going to stay close to my faith,” she thought, 
“then I need to stay close to FOCUS.”

Each day for missionaries is different, but no time is 
wasted in their effort to evangelize. During her first year 
as a missionary, Katie’s day started early with one-on-
one mentoring in the Scriptures with a student. From 
there, her day would move into prayer and planning 
with her fellow missionaries in the morning; daily Mass 
and lunch with students at noon; multiple Bible studies 
in the early evening; and campus ministry social events 
at night.

Before beginning her Bible study one evening, Katie 
mentioned to her students that she was going to go to 
confession the following afternoon, if anyone wanted to 
join her. Then they discussed the story of the prodigal 
son, focusing primarily on the Father’s mercy and His 
generous love for His children.

Afterward, two of her students pulled Katie aside. The 
first told her she hadn’t been to Mass in years and she 

struggled with feelings of guilt and judgment, but their 
discussion of God’s limitless love for the sinner was what 
she needed to hear. She was ready to return to Mass.

Still a little stunned, Katie turned to the other student, 
who asked if she could join Katie at confession.

“I actually haven’t been to confession in eight years,” she 
told Katie. “Could we meet beforehand so you can tell 
me how to do it?”

During moments like these, Katie was reminded that 
she is watching God’s grace unfold in these students’ 
lives. “I witnessed the true impact of God’s Word,” she 
said, reflecting on those encounters. 

“All we have to do is step out and be willing to profess 
the Word, and He will act.”

FOCUS missionaries devote at least two years of their 
lives to living out the Great Commission in an inten-
tional way. Considering the challenges and sacrifices — 
such as being willing to go anywhere in the country at a 
moment’s notice and fundraising their entire salary — 
the question remains: Why? Why would a young person 
choose to be a FOCUS missionary?

To that, Katie had a profound response: “The immedi-
ate answer would be something to the effect of, ‘Oh, we 
just have the desire to do something radical for Christ 

and for the world, and we want to see lives changed.’ 

“But I really think it’s not at all about us. Our God 
acts first; He loves first. All we can do is respond. At 
the heart of the missionary calling is our Lord’s deep, 
deep desire to invite every human soul to share in His 
life. Whatever His reasons, He’s given us the oppor-
tunity to be a part of that invitation and the grace to 
respond with the entirety of our lives.”

“At the heart of the missionary calling is 
our Lord’s deep, deep desire to invite every human soul to  

share in His life.” 
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G

— Katie O’Donnell

(By Christina Gaines)
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The relationship FOCUS has with 
chaplains across the country is at the 

forefront of the FOCUS mission. FOCUS 
strives to partner with chaplains and to 

follow their guidance in serving students 
and leading them into a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Fr. Peter Nassetta, a twelve-
year partner with FOCUS, is the campus 

chaplain and the Director of Campus 
Ministry for George Mason University in 

Fairfax, Virginia.

fr. peter
nassetta

marshals 
of the mission

campus chaplains

<
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first encountered FOCUS as a staff member at Mary-
mount University in the late 1990s. I wasn’t familiar 
with the apostolate, but I kept hearing about FOCUS 

because my father was getting letters in the mail, and he 
urged me to get it to my campus. 

When I became the chaplain at George Mason University, 
FOCUS approached the diocese expressing interest in com-
ing to our campus. The bishop forwarded the letter to me, 
and so our conversations about bringing missionaries to 
George Mason began.

After developing a relationship with some of the FOCUS 
senior staff, I attended a FOCUS event in Overland Park, 
Kansas. While there, I was consistently amazed by the col-
lege kids who gathered together seeking to live their Catholic 
faith boldly and to share in the New Evangelization. There 
was no doubt in my mind that I wanted to partner with 

FOCUS. I was fired up. 

Now I am celebrating my twelfth year as a campus chap-
lain with FOCUS. The number of students we reach con-
tinues to grow. I’ll never forget our first “Welcome Luau” 
where the FOCUS missionaries and I worked together 
to get 25 students to come; now we are up to 1,200 stu-
dents! Even now I am moved when I see the students who 
“get it” as they dive after the truth in college, those who 
continue to develop their lifelong relationship with Christ 
long after graduation. 

Energy and zeal is what FOCUS brings to George Mason 
and to the New Evangelization. Enthusiasm for the Cath-
olic faith is spreading like wildfire on campus, and I am 
blessed to be working in partnership with the FOCUS 
missionaries and our campus ministry as we continue to 
see what God has in store for this incredible movement.

“I was consistently amazed by the college kids who gathered together 
seeking to live their Catholic faith boldly and to share in the 

New Evangelization.” 

 “From  day 
one, I knew that 
FOCUS had to be integral 
to the evangelization of 
the 5,000 Catholics at 
Eastern Washington 
University.”

— Fr. Paul Heric, chaplain 
at Eastern Washington University 

in Cheney, Washington

— Fr. Peter Nassetta

I

our national focus chaplains
Fr. Doug Grandon converted to 
the Catholic faith with his family 
in 2003. He transitioned from a 
Protestant missionary and pastor 
to an ordained married Catholic 
priest. We are blessed to have Fr. 
Doug and his son join our staff 
this year!

Fr. Jay Buhman is originally from 
the Lincoln, Nebraska, diocese and 
was ordained in 2004. He first be-
came involved with FOCUS when 
he served as the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln chaplain, where he 
called himself a “FOCUS groupie.”  

Fr. Brendan Rolling is a Benedictine 
monk and part-time National Chap-
lain for FOCUS. He received his 
vocation at the 1993 World Youth 
Day in Denver. He is stationed in 
Atchison, Kansas on the campus of 
Benedictine College, FOCUS’ first 
campus.  

Fr. John Lager is a Capuchin 
friar. He has served as our 
FOCUS chaplain since 2013.  
He is grateful to have three 
more chaplains to help shep-
herd and care for our national 
and campus staff.  

(from left to right)
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From January 1 through 5, more than 
7,300 college students gathered together at the 

Gaylord Opryland Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee, 
for SEEK2015. They traveled hundreds of miles 

in pursuit of a simple, sincere desire: to seek Jesus 
Christ and encounter the beauty of the Catholic 
Church. These students now enrich their campus 

experience through Bible studies, one-on-one 
mentoring through the Scriptures, and even 

RCIA classes for those who have chosen 
to join the Catholic Church.

<

what moves you?
SEEK2015

 “SEEK prepared me 
for what it would be 
like when I got back: 
not only that it was going 
to be a fight, but that it was 
worth the fight.  I know God 
is leading me to people who 
need to encounter Him.”

— Anna Lee, SEEK2013 attendee, now a first-
year missionary at the University of Missouri

SEEK’s lasting impact:

5,800
confessions 

heard at SEEK

nearly
10,000

SEEK2015
attendees

+1,000
communicants 

following 
confession
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For some students, just getting to Nashville was half of the 
adventure. Elias (Trey) Chapa, missionary at the University 
of Texas-Tyler, shares how sophomore Juan Castaneda jour-
neyed to SEEK and how Juan was moved in one prevailing 
way: closer to our Lord.

met Juan last fall at Missouri State University the 
weekend before school started. Juan was a sophomore 
who had fallen away from his faith and had gotten 

sucked into the party lifestyle. We started hanging out 
regularly, and he would open up to me about 
his struggles. The more I met with Juan, the 
more I knew that if I got him to SEEK, he 
would experience Christ. Juan said he wanted 
to go, so we got a scholarship for him and got 
him signed up at the last minute.

Juan worked as a bouncer for a night club. 
Some nights he would work until 3 or 4 in the 
morning. As students left for Christmas break, 
I asked Juan if he was sure he’d meet up with us on Jan-
uary 1. Juan assured me that he would be there in the 
morning to catch the bus to Nashville.

The morning of our departure arrived. I got to the Catho-
lic Center at 7 a.m.; our bus was leaving at 8. I called Juan, 
but he didn’t answer. No big deal, I thought. Maybe he’s 
taking a shower or something.

Fifteen minutes later, I gave Juan another call. Again, no 
answer. The buses arrived about 7:30, and I was starting 
to worry. We packed everyone on the bus; at that point I 
was calling Juan every few minutes, but he didn’t arrive. 

At 8:05, we left Springfield without Juan.

Though the first hour on the bus was absolute misery, I 
finally got a phone call from Juan. He’d taken a nap af-
ter working late on New Year’s, but he’d accidently put 
his phone on silent and slept through all of my calls and 
texts. I was overjoyed to hear from him…but I didn't know 
what to do. My teammate had the idea for Juan to drive 
to Sikeston, Missouri, where we were stopping for lunch 
and meet us there. The timing was tight — but I told Juan 

the plan, and ten minutes later he was on 
the road.

I wasn’t sure if Juan would make it. None 
of the students knew who Juan was before 
SEEK, but everyone on our buses prayed 
for him all the way to Sikeston. Then, fif-
teen minutes after stopping for lunch, Juan 
pulled in! We packed his bag on the bus and 
shoved off for Nashville.

Those five days drew Juan closer to his faith than the last 
twenty years of his life had. He went to talks about the 
teachings of the Church and went to confession for the 
first time in eight years! He spent the entire four hours in 
adoration on Saturday and got to spend time with other 
Catholic students who could relate to him. Most impor-
tantly, he encountered Christ, truly alive, in the Eucharist.

Juan shared his testimony on the bus ride back, and it was 
beautiful. The enemy pulled out all of the stops to keep 
Juan from going to SEEK, but Juan made it. And his life 
was changed forever.

trey
chapa

I
“The enemy pulled out 
all of the stops to keep 

Juan from going to SEEK, 
but Juan made it.  
And his life was 

changed forever.” 
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Rachel Barker, a student from Georgia Tech, speaks about her 
experience with the Missionaries of Charity in Haiti and the 
deep thirst she felt to serve those whom she met.

n the front wall of the Sisters’ chapel were the words 
“Mwen Soif,” which means “I Thirst” in Haitian 
Creole. These words resonated with me all through-

out my time in Haiti.

Haiti is filled with extreme poverty, and in 
the midst of the misery there is a deep thirst 
for relief. I saw this thirst in the faces of peo-
ple desperate for food and drink. I heard 
it in the cries of the babies who wanted so 
badly to be held. I witnessed it in those suffering in the 
wound clinic, their bandages open and their infections ex-
posed. Watching these people broke my heart, and it also 
reminded me of my own deep longings. I realized we all 
have a very real purpose burning inside us. Our thirst for 
love, healing, and forgiveness is something we all share as 

we search for the peace only Christ can give.

The wound clinic in which I served was set up in an alley. 
The patients there had terrible infections eating their flesh. 
Though it was extremely difficult to witness, while we were 
there I wanted nothing more than to kneel before each 
person and clean his or her wounds. 

One woman in particular who was in a lot 
of pain began to sing along when she heard 
people celebrating in the street. Beyond the 
tears in her eyes was a heroic strength I have 
never before witnessed. She helped me real-
ize this strength is something that can only 

come from relying solely on Christ.

I cannot tell you how thankful I am to have served in Haiti 
on mission. I feel ready now to return to campus, where I 
can help serve in my own home the souls who are thirsting 
all around me.

rachel
barker

O
“Beyond the tears in her 

eyes was a heroic 
strength I have never 

before witnessed.” 
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thirst for mission

On FOCUS mission trips, students leave 
the comfort of their homes and willingly 
open themselves up to encounter Jesus Christ 
through the poor. In witnessing extreme 
poverty, students who say “yes” to serve on 
mission trips experience the Lord’s loving 
presence in a vivid, hopeful way. 

focus missions
<

 “Encountering 
Christ in another 

human being vastly 
different from myself was 

the biggest grace and blessing 
received on the mission. It was 
truly a time of spiritual and 
personal growth.”

— Jared Ohm, student at Northwest Missouri 
State University, Honduras mission

768
mission trip
participants

66
mission 

trips 

28
different
countries 

2014 – 2015 school year
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Jennifer Risper played both collegiate and professional basketball, 
and she was brought back to the faith by one of her teammates. 
She is entering her third year with Varsity Catholic at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln. Kelly Dunn, one of Jen’s discipleship 
students, is a freestyle swimmer and is entering her senior year 
at UNL. Jen shares her journey with Kelly’s pursuit of the faith.

he number-one lesson I learned while playing sports 
is this: Sports are only a tool to love God and to love 
people — the two greatest commandments. When I 

arrived at UNL, I picked up where the previous Varsity 
Catholic missionary left off and began running the race for 
evangelization at Nebraska.

It was there I met Kelly, a girl from the swim team who was 
deciding whether to leave her Protestant upbringing for the 
fullness of the Catholic faith. I shared with her my own sto-
ry: While I was playing basketball professionally in Europe, 
one of my teammates evangelized me and brought me back 
to the Church after fifteen years away.

Little did I know that Kelly herself had been praying to God 
about whether she should become Catholic. Kelly saw my 

conversion story as the sign she was looking for, and after 
being completely moved by the Holy Spirit, she decided 
to enter into RCIA and asked me to be her sponsor. Since 
then, Kelly has been on fire, fully determined to live out her 
Catholic faith. 

The Varsity Catholic mission is truly about teamwork. The 
work God was doing in Kelly didn’t start with me — but I 
am glad I was a part of the team who helped bring her back 
to Jesus. Each of us is challenged by the Great Commission 
and inspired to not just pass the torch, but to courageously 
light up the path for others along the way. This journey 
is not unique to FOCUS missionaries; we are all called to 
evangelize and to love one another. We often say at Nebras-
ka, “Let’s run this race together toward Christ.”

If I could sum up my experience on campus and what I 
hope my future will be, I would quote Saint Augustine: “To 
fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek Him, 
the greatest adventure; to find Him, the greatest human 
achievement.” 

jennifer
risper

running the race 
toward Christ

varsity catholic

 “I asked God to 
send me a sign 
that Catholicism 
was right for me; 
someone who could offer a 
more objective perspective 
and had gone through some-
thing similar. About a month 
later, He sent me Jen.”

— Kelly Dunn, junior student athlete at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln in Lincoln, Nebraska

Varsity Catholic was launched in 
2007 to tackle the unique challenges 
and needs faced by student athletes. 
Many young athletes are faced with 

greater pressures and temptations 
than the average student, and Varsity 
Catholic helps to keep them centered 

on what truly matters.

<

T
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Pat Spethman is currently a full-time student at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. Pat is pursuing a degree in business while re-
maining focused on improving his faith at the Newman Center. 
Here, Pat talks about how an encounter with FOCUS missionaries 
inspired him to help other men connect with the faith. 

hen I chose to go to University of Nebraska-Lincoln and 
rush the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, one of the most 
challenging things I discovered about 

living out my faith was being outnumbered. 
The men I lived with didn’t share my faith; 
when I would go to Mass, I wouldn’t always 
say where I was going because I didn’t know 
how to let people know what I was doing.  

After meeting with a FOCUS missionary at UNL, I learned 
that the best way to bring people to the Church is by example. 
Not long after, I began to see my life as an opportunity to share 
the faith with my fraternity. I was intimidated by what my fel-
low brothers might think, but I was blessed with the courage to 

start a Bible study with the help of another student.

The biggest changes I have noticed since authentically sharing 
my faith are the conversations I have with people. Many guys 
in my fraternity come up to me in private and ask about the 
faith, and I am moved to see the Holy Spirit at work in them. 
Although so many people need Jesus in their lives, I see first-
hand that they often don’t make time for Him. In reality, they 
need a relationship with Jesus now more than ever.

Today, I am motivated to connect men to God 
in a relatable way. A group inspired by men at 
Auburn, called “Fratty Fellowship,” will be start-
ing at UNL in the fall and will have spiritual 
guidance, talks on leadership, community vol-
unteering, contests and other events for men to 

do outside of their fraternity. I believe creating a place for 
a faith-connected community within Greek society will help 
men grow in their faith, make new relationships, and experi-
ence peace in a whole new way.

FOCUS Greek is specially intended 
to reach students in fraternities 
and sororities across the country. 
This FOCUS outreach serves to 
transform the Greek system on col-
lege campuses and build up a new 
generation of fraternity and sorority 
leaders committed to sharing the 
gospel message.

greek fire:
focus & fraternity
focus greek

pat
spethman

<
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“I began to see my life as an 

opportunity to share the 
faith with my fraternity.” 



ALABAMA
Auburn University, Auburn
Troy University, Troy
University of Alabama, Birmingham
*University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa
University of South Alabama, Mobile

ARIZONA
Arizona State University, Tempe
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff

CALIFORNIA
California State University, Fullerton
San Diego State University, San Diego
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
*University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Southern California, Los Angeles

COLORADO
Colorado School of Mines, Golden
Colorado State University, Ft. Collins
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Northern Colorado, Greeley 

CONNECTICUT
University of Connecticut, Storrs
U.S. Coast Guard Academy, New London
Western Connecticut State University, Danbury

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
George Washington University, Washington, D.C.

FLORIDA
Ave Maria University, Ave Maria
Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton
*St. Thomas University, Miami Gardens
University of Florida, Gainesville
*University of Miami, Coral Gables
University of North Florida, Jacksonville

GEORGIA
Georgia College & State University, 
        Milledgeville
Georgia Southern University, Statesboro
Georgia Tech, Atlanta

ILLINOIS
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
 
INDIANA
Ball State University, Muncie
*Depauw University, Greencastle
Indiana University-Purdue University, 
        Indianapolis

IOWA
Drake University, Des Moines
Loras College, Dubuque

KANSAS
Benedictine College, Atchison
University of Kansas, Lawrence

KENTUCKY
Murray State University, Murray
University of Kentucky, Lexington

LOUISIANA
*Nicholls State University, Thibodaux
Tulane University, New Orleans
University of Louisiana, Lafayette

MAINE
University of Maine, Orono

MARYLAND
Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg
*Towson University, Towson
University of Maryland, College Park
United States Naval Academy, Annapolis

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston University, Boston
Harvard University, Boston
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,     
       Cambridge
*University of Massachusetts, Amherst

MICHIGAN
Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant
Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti
Michigan Technological University,       
        Houghton

Thanks to loyal friends, FOCUS will 
have teams on 113 campuses 
this academic year!

Check out our interactive map at:

focus.org/campuses



2015     2016
campuses

MINNESOTA
Minnesota State University, Mankato
St. John’s University, Collegeville
University of Minnesota, Duluth 
Winona State University, Winona

MISSOURI
Missouri State University, Springfield
Northwest Missouri State University,   
        Maryville
Southeast Missouri State University, 
 Cape Girardeau
University of Missouri, Columbia

NEBRASKA
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of Nebraska, Omaha
Wayne State College, Wayne

NEW JERSEY
Montclair State University, Montclair
Ramapo College, Mahwah
Seton Hall University, South Orange

NEW YORK
Columbia University, New York City
New York University, New York City
*U.S. Military Academy, West Point

NORTH CAROLINA
Belmont Abbey College, Belmont

NORTH DAKOTA
North Dakota State University, Fargo
University of Mary, Bismarck
University of North Dakota, Grand Forks

OHIO
Franciscan University, Steubenville
Wright State University, Dayton

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater
University of Oklahoma, Norman
University of Tulsa, Tulsa

PENNSYLVANIA
Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh
Temple University, Philadelphia
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh

RHODE ISLAND
University of Rhode Island, Kingston

SOUTH DAKOTA
*Northern State University, Aberdeen
South Dakota State University, Brookings
University of South Dakota, Vermillion

TENNESSEE
*University of Memphis, Memphis
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Vanderbilt University, Nashville

TEXAS
Baylor University, Waco
*Southern Methodist University, Dallas
Stephen F. Austin State University,    
        Nacogdoches
Texas A&M University, College Station
Texas State University, San Marcos 
University of North Texas, Denton
University of Texas, Austin
University of Texas-Tyler

VERMONT
University of Vermont, Burlington

VIRGINIA
George Mason University, Fairfax 
James Madison University, Harrisonburg
University of Mary Washington,   
        Fredericksburg
University of Virginia, Charlottesville
*Virginia Tech, Blacksburg

WASHINGTON
*Eastern Washington University, Cheney
*Western Washington University, Bellingham

Di-Skype-leship: 
FOCUS Digital Campus

FOCUS Digital Campus allows us to be present to students everywhere 
— even on campuses that don’t have a mission team physically present. 
Digital Campus missionaries provide online coaching and training to 
encourage, hold accountable, and equip students with what they need 
to share the faith, using today’s technology to evangelize the world for 
Jesus Christ. 

In fiscal year 2015, the Digital Campus worked with students on 40 
college campuses in 25 different states, equipping 47 student leaders — 
a 17.7% increase from fiscal year 2014.

*Denotes new campus for 2015–2016

WEST VIRGINIA
*West Virginia University, Morgantown

WISCONSIN
University of Wisconsin, La Crosse
University of Wisconsin, Madison
University of Wisconsin, Platteville

campus map
where we serve
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Each year, FOCUS welcomes new mis-
sionaries to the field — and says goodbye 
to those missionaries who are moving on 

to a new stage of life. This May, FOCUS 
launched “Go Forth,” the organization’s 
first-ever commissioning event honoring 
departing missionaries and encouraging 

them to continue carrying out lifelong 
Catholic mission. They were invited to 

Evergreen, Colorado, for a week of joyful, 
prayerful reflection on their time of service, 
including a special Mass celebrated by the 

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila. 

focus
alumni

go forth

<
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Departing missionaries Joe Richards and Kelsey Gaines 
talk about their experience at Go Forth and contemplate 
where the Lord is calling them next. 

s I see these alumni ready to go forth,” said Joe 
Richards, a new seminarian, “I know they are the 
ones that will be on the ground sharing life family 

to family, raising new disciples. That’s what gives me 
hope for my future parishes!” Go Forth featured vari-
ous Catholic speakers who taught the attendees about 
carrying their missionary experiences forward into the 
new missionary fields at home, in the office, and at 
their local parish. In the middle of the week, a day-long 
retreat served as a great opportunity for missionaries to 
take a step back and reflect on how the Lord has led 
them the past few years. Overall, the event was a chance 
for the missionaries leaving the campus to give thanks, 
find healing and joyfully look ahead to the Lord’s next 
mission. 

Kelsey Gaines, another Go Forth attendee, said, “While 
FOCUS has incredible formation and events, the best 
part has always been its people. I have been beyond 
blessed to be a part of this incredible apostolate and, 
more importantly, develop lifelong relationships with 
remarkable people.” 

Like Joe, Kelsey found that Go Forth filled her with 
reassurance about her next steps. “After three years of 
life-giving service, I have felt the Lord calling me to the 
education field to teach the faith and to get involved 

with parish life,” Kelsey added. “Go Forth solidified for 
me that FOCUS alumni will always be my anchor of 
support as I begin teaching freshman theology at John 
Carroll Catholic High School in Birmingham, Alabama.”

Following Go Forth, departing missionaries are now 
equipped to be leaders for the New Evangelization. While 
they may be leaving FOCUS, their work in leading souls 
to Christ isn’t over. As they walk along the new path the 
Lord sets them on, they will continue to reach out to 
others sharing the path with them, guiding them on the 
way to Christ’s Kingdom. 

“As I see these alumni ready to go forth, I know they are the ones that 
will be on the ground sharing life family to family, raising new disciples.  

That’s what gives me hope for my future parishes!” 
— Joe Richards

“A

(By Christina Gaines)

kelsey
gaines

joe
richards



Tara Elpers, alumna FOCUS missionary and recruiter for Koch 
Industries, exemplifies FOCUS Alumni in action.

y story with FOCUS started at a bar…really. I was 
getting drinks with my friends, and while we were 
there the FOCUS missionaries at the University of 

Kansas joined our group. I was drawn to their realness and 
intentional conversation about the faith. They 
inspired me to share Jesus with those around 
me; a few months later, I filled out a FOCUS 
missionary application — and the rest is history.
 
It has been two years since I served on campus, 
and I currently work for Koch Industries. I dis-
covered when I started that the skills I received 
from FOCUS were readily transferrable to my 
job. When I was a missionary, FOCUS taught me how to 
give and receive constructive feedback, how to communicate 
and have crucial conversations, how to lead, and how to map 
out objectives for my team — all which are essential to my 
work now as a recruiter.
 
FOCUS also helped me to see that I wasn’t just entering 
a corporate office environment, but another mission field. 

About six months after I started at Koch, a friend and I 
began a small group that met before work once a week. 
Together we discussed Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, 
“The Joy of the Gospel.” Using all that FOCUS taught me, 
I was able to encourage my coworkers to go deeper into 
their relationship with Jesus. Encouraged by the words of 
the Holy Father, we talked about many aspects of living 

the faith: evangelization and being living wit-
nesses in our office; how to help coworkers 
who are going through difficult situations like 
marriage trouble, a death in the family or a 
crisis of belief. The more we shared, the more 
doors started opening in conversations with 
our fellow employees.

I can see Jesus working in my coworkers’ lives, 
and because of that I am motivated to continue to evan-
gelize the secular world and help others do the same. This 
is why FOCUS is so important: It targets person-centered 
encounters with God, which are lived out beyond the col-
lege campus. There is a mission field everywhere we go: the 
grocery store, the office, our church groups, our neighbor-
hoods. Every mission field needs missionaries, and FOCUS 
planted and nurtured that reality within me.

focus
alumni

missionaries for life

tara
elpers

FOCUS Alumni seeks to 
connect, inspire and equip our alumni 
with ongoing resources and experiences 

to help them flourish in lifelong 
Catholic mission, leading others to 
become missionary disciples of Jesus 

Christ and bearing fruit in their 
families, parishes and workplaces. 

<

M
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“Using all that FOCUS 
taught me, I was able to 

encourage my coworkers 
to go deeper into their 

relationship with Jesus.” 
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“There is a mission field everywhere we go: the grocery store, 
the office, our church groups, our neighborhoods. Every mission field 

needs missionaries, and FOCUS planted and nutured 
that reality within me.” 

— Tara Elpers

Through FOCUS, 
missionaries build 
essential skills for life:

• Leadership
• Team-building
• Communication and      

interpersonal skills
• Budgeting and financial 

skills
• Professionalism and 

etiquette
• Intellectual development
• Character formation
• Faith enrichment



fr. brian
lager
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Fr. Brian Lager, pastor at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Ed-
ward, St. George, and St. Isidore parishes in Concordia, Belleville, 
Munden, and Cuba, Kansas, explores how his time as a mission-
ary with FOCUS prompted and prepared him to enter the voca-
tion of the priesthood. 

y vocation began at kindergarten graduation. We were 
asked to draw a picture of what we wanted to be when 
we grew up. I drew a picture of a priest preaching at the 

ambo. However, I never gave the 
priesthood a serious chance until 
after college. 

I encountered FOCUS at Benedictine Col-
lege in the 2000 fall semester. I am a cradle 
Catholic, so when I saw that a FOCUS Bible 
study was being held on Wednesday nights, 
I signed up. However, this was the first time 
I had independence, so I often partied on the weekends and 
after football games throughout that first semester. 

Things started to change when a FOCUS missionary began 
inviting me to different activities on the weekends — ice skat-
ing in Kansas City, playing cards or doing other things that 
were not the typical party scene. I learned how to have fun 
without drinking. I became engaged in conversations about 
what it meant to live an abundant Catholic life. Shortly after, I 

was challenged to enter a deeper prayer life and courageous 
evangelization. 

As I drew closer to the end of college, my FOCUS mission-
ary encouraged me to apply for staff. I attended an interview 
weekend in Colorado Springs, and afterward I was sold. I 
became a FOCUS missionary. 

After serving two years at University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
and Troy University, I heard the Lord’s call to 
the priesthood. Each day I spent praying in 
holy hour was crucial to my discernment. Once 
I turned in my application to enter seminary, I 
knew I had found my vocation.

Now as a priest, I am a firsthand witness to a 
stark reality: we don’t know how to form good 
relationships. Parishioners are in need of a rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ, and we need to inspire one an-
other to introduce those we know to Christ. 

In this regard, FOCUS has shaped my life immensely. Every 
decision and action is motivated by the efforts of evangeli-
zation taught to me during my six years with FOCUS. My 
heart was opened so that I could be transformed and ready 
to say “yes” when He called my name.

M

a journey of 
priestly vocation

religious vocation

“Parishioners are in need 
of a relationship with 

Jesus Christ, and we need 
to inspire one another to

 introduce those we 
know to Christ.” 
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craig
pytleski

Craig Pytleski, alumnus FOCUS missionary, served for three 
years at George Mason University before he pursued marriage. 
He and his wife, Megan, currently live in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Craig shares how his service with FOCUS prepared him to prac-
tice discipleship through married life.  

hen I was a senior, I decided to serve as a missionary 
with FOCUS after graduation. The encouragement 
and guidance I received from the FOCUS mission-

aries as a student helped me begin my Christian journey of 
discipleship, and once I found the courage 
to say “yes” to Jesus, the trajectory of my life 
changed forever.

During my time as a missionary, I felt com-
pelled to turn to married life in earnest. 
Thanks to guidance from my fellow mission-
aries, priests, my FOCUS training, and most 
of all prayer, the Lord helped me to determine my next steps, 
which led to finding my vocation in marriage with Megan.

Megan and I first became involved with FOCUS as under-
graduate students through their national conferences, and 
on campus we were able to grow spiritually through Bible 
studies. Early on, we were still pursuing our individual goals 
and relationships with Jesus Christ. During my time as a 
missionary, Megan was pursuing a graduate degree—but the 
Lord had a unique calling for the two of us together.

Like married life, missionary life requires the attitude of a 
servant-leader. Being a team director showed me how to 
serve my team with humble sacrifice, which directly affect-
ed my marriage. I don’t know if Megan and I would be 
married today if I had not become serious about my prayer 
life—and on days when I am worn out, I receive the grace 
through prayer and the sacramental life to love and serve 
Megan as she needs.

In our marriage we disciple each other every day. “Have 
you prayed your rosary yet today?” “Did 
you go to Mass?” “We can do this; we just 
have to trust in Jesus.” The same encour-
agement and guidance I was able to receive 
as a student and to give as a missionary is 
something I implement in my marriage. 
Megan and I are committed to fostering 
our family and engaging in our communi-

ty to build the kingdom. 

Jesus called us to marriage, but FOCUS prepared us for 
our ultimate “yes” to the vocation. Everything flows out 
from our marriage: love, spiritual direction and service. I 
look at Megan and see my teammate, my partner in this 
life who is called to sanctify me each day, and I her, so as to 
ensure that we bring ourselves and our friends and family 
to His kingdom.

W
“Jesus called us to 

marriage, but FOCUS 
prepared us for our 

ultimate ‘yes’
to the vocation.” 

on mission 
in marriage
vocation of marriage
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very one to whom much is given, of him much will be 
required…” (Luke 12:48).

Once again the Lord has truly blessed our efforts! This year 
we are reporting a record in our national fundraising: $10.4 
million, an increase of 49 percent over last year. We are tre-
mendously grateful to those who faithfully help us to share 
Jesus Christ’s sacrificial love with students across the country, 
and we give thanks to God as we welcome new members into 
our FOCUS family.

We look with great joy at the journey FOCUS has travelled 
since our founding, and we look forward in great expectation 
as we continue to see all that God is doing. At the same time, 
we stand together at a crossroads. Though we have accom-
plished many wonderful goals through the Lord’s blessing, 
our battle has only begun: The battle rages in our culture, 
where sin and death are endorsed over truth and life, where 
the opponents of the Church continue to stockpile their war 
chests. The battle also rages behind the scenes as the great 
adversary of God seeks to corrupt and ruin souls with ruth-
less resolve. We need to be more than just willing to engage 
in this battle: We need to commit to it until the end, to 
reinforce our corps in the field and fortify the battleground 
to win souls for Christ.

The assets we have committed to reserve offer us stability, 
and yet we know what we have been given through God’s 
great blessing is meant to be deployed to sustain our work in 
the field. Now, more than ever, we must act — and for our 
actions to have impact, we must rely on prayer, build our 
teamwork, and harness the resources necessary to put our 
efforts into motion.

In the coming year, we are investing our resources in ways 
we believe will maximize our impact:

sources of cash received
• Support Team Contributions 
• Other General Support
• Campus Support

operating expenses

• Program Services
• Fundraising Expenses
• Administrative Expenses

fiscal year ending:            5/31/15            5/31/14
Campus Revenue     $35,403,813     $27,784,949 
Conference Revenue      $4,527,766       $1,006,640 
Missions Revenue       $2,346,555       $1,581,856 
Total Revenue                  $42,278,134                 $30,373,445 
   
Campus Expenses     $30,791,868     $26,101,463 
Conference Expenses      $4,609,825          $955,118 
Missions Expenses       $1,743,918       $1,289,061 
Total Expenses     $37,145,611                 $28,345,642 
   
Total Change in Net Assets     $5,132,523      $2,027,803 
   
Active Benefactors              68,294             60,934  

looking forward
our investments

“E
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There is still a battle ahead of us. 

Campus Expansion: 
113 campuses in 2015;

looking to double
our reach by 2021!

Missions: 
More students than ever willing 
to encounter and serve Christ 

in the poor.

International Conference 2016: 
Preparing for our third 

International Conference 
prior to World Youth Day 2016

in Poland.

Alumni: 
Growing our resources to serve our 

20,000+ FOCUS alumni
through Bible studies, 

social media and much more.

Supporting Life: 
Sisters of Life and FOCUS expand our 

life-promoting initiatives for college 
students.

Vocations: 
547 vocations (decisions to pursue) since 

FOCUS’ inception.
Added 3 more National Chaplains 

this year.

2015MISSIONS
2016

100 TRIPS
38 COUNTRIES

+new
campuses

We are resolute in our mission to redeem the soul of our culture. Continued support from 
faithful benefactors like you is what allows us to steadily and strategically optimize our 
resources to the missionaries who help change lives for the better, on campus and beyond. 

> >
Together we can invest in cultural restoration built on renewal, life and trust in God.

+more
vocations

Presented by FOCUS



26  |  FOCUS ANNUAL REPORT

Generous benefactors support FOCUS for many reasons. Sam and 
Sally LaVergne of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, have given to FOCUS 
since 2013. They have been married for 32 years and have four 
children. Here, they share why FOCUS gives them hope for the 
Church’s future.

am and Sally didn’t always know about FOCUS. The first 
time they heard about the organization was through a 
missionary who, at the time, was serving at the University 

of Texas, Austin. Both Sally and Sam were moved by his work 
on campus and began to support him, taking a closer look into 
what FOCUS was about. Then, at a Legatus Summit meeting, 
Sally and Sam met Curtis Martin, who shared 
with them the full vision of FOCUS.

“The more we learned, the more we thought 
that it was a fantastic organization,” said Sally.

Sam and Sally both believe FOCUS is so im-
portant because, as their own children have 
gone into college, they recognize the real struggle that exists 
for students to keep the Catholic faith. At a time when young 
people are trying to bridge the gap between high school and 
their adult lives, FOCUS helps center students and prepares 
them to keep Jesus Christ as the purpose behind every decision 
they make beyond graduation. The Bible studies and mission-
ary involvement empower young adults to keep and grow in 
their faith, inspiring them to become courageous leaders in the 
New Evangelization.

“The reason FOCUS works so well is the fact that all of the 
learning, outreach, and evangelization is done through their 
peers,” said Sally. “I have never been disappointed in a mis-
sionary. Their faith is so deep-rooted. They’re peaceful and 
hopeful — and that makes you feel the same way.”

It is this sense of hope that inspires Sam and Sally to give. 
Giving regularly to the Church was something Sam grew up 
with, and he in turn shared that practice with Sally when they 
married. “Those earnings aren’t yours to begin with,” said Sally 
about tithing. “You have to give it away. It wasn’t ever yours.”

Seeing the successful structure of FOCUS 
at work and its great growth over so many 
campuses is what persuaded Sam and Sally 
to become supporters on a national level. 

“The reason we choose to continue our sup-
port is because it is such an effective organi-
zation with proven results,” said Sam. “We 

would like to help FOCUS continue its mission to multiply 
and to serve on a lot more campuses in the U.S.”

Both Sam and Sally have great hopes for the future of the 
Catholic Church as a whole. They are thrilled to be a part of 
FOCUS’ mission, and they intend to continue their involve-
ment as FOCUS grows to new heights.

(By Christina Gaines)

sam and sally
lavergne

supporting focus,
supporting hope

sacrifical giving S

“The reason we choose to 
continue supporting FOCUS 

is because it is such an 
effective organization 
with proven results.” 

For more information on 
giving to FOCUS, please visit 

www.focus.org/give-now/ 
or call 303.962.5750.
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J. Paul Breitbach and his wife, Frances, encountered FOCUS 
in 2007. They have been supporting FOCUS missionaries since 
2009. Currently, Paul and Frances live in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina.

 grew up in a working-class Catholic family with 15 kids. 
My dad worked at the packing house, and my mom took 
in laundry. Every month, though, I remember my mom 

managed to send a couple of dollars to the foreign missions. 
Her giving always stuck with me — that there was a need to 
give back. 

Right out of college, I went into public accounting with 
Price-Waterhouse and then went to work at Krispy Kreme. I 
was fortunate enough to accumulate some equity, so when the 
company went public, I had an increase in financial resources. 
I began thinking about how these resources were a gift from 
God; He was telling me to use that gift for His greater honor 
and glory.

I struggled with deciding how much to leave my family and 
how much my wife and I would need in our older years. I 
prayed a lot, asking for the Holy Spirit to guide me in these 
decisions. I wanted my giving to be meaningful, to go some-

where that’s truly in line with my faith and where it can truly 
make a difference.

The future of the Church is dependent on young people 
understanding what it means to be Christian and how their 
Catholic faith can help sustain them in a very secular world. 
FOCUS provides this foundation for college students who 
desperately need to be educated not only in their faith, but in 
how they can live out that faith in a way that will influence 
other people. 

Society concentrates on educating people to get the right kind 
of job, not on forming them into the right kind of person. For 
this reason, I’m very impressed with the FOCUS missionar-
ies. The enthusiasm they have for what they’re doing is conta-
gious, and I believe they inspire a lot of college kids who are 
searching for more than what the secular world has to offer.

The more I learn about FOCUS and think about the vision 
behind it, the more I am convinced this is an organization 
that is going to do a lot of good—not only now, but for years 
to come. After I’m gone, I’d like to believe I’ll make an impact 
through what I leave behind in my will. Making a commit-
ment to FOCUS is in line with everything else I believe.

j. paul
breitbach

giving in line 
with my faith
planned giving

I
For more information on giving 
to FOCUS through your will 
or a trust, please visit 
www.focus.org/give-now/
planned-giving.html or contact 
Joshua Gideon at 303.551.7413.

“This is an opportunity to bring young people back 
into the fold with a zeal for being Catholic.” 

— J. Paul Breitbach
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Anonymous Donor (14)
Benedictine College
Casillas Foundation
Chiaroscuro Foundation
Clear Staff Inc.
Dan Murphy Foundation
Diocese of Bismarck
Econ-Air Inc.
Eleanore Mullen Weckbaugh Foundation
Tom & Glory Sullivan Foundation Inc.
Hercules Industries Inc.
Pema Foundation
Performance Services Inc.
Perry Family Foundation
Schmitz Family Foundation
Sioux Chief Manufacturing
Strake Foundation
The Burleigh Family Foundation
The Collar Family Foundation
The Flatley Foundation
The J. Christopher & Ann C. Donahue Charitable Fund
The Lehrman Institute
The Saeman Family Foundation
The Turicchi Family Foundation
Mrs. Carol AuClair
Drs. David and Catherine Bain

Mrs. Judy Barrett
Mrs. Marguerite F. Bennett
Mr. Thomas Biagini
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Julie Bishop
Mr. Frederick Blasius
Mr. & Mrs. William and Donna Bradt
Mr. & Mrs. J. Paul and Frances Breitbach
Mr. & Mrs. Frank and Cathy Brummer
Dr. & Dr. Matt and Amy Carrico
Mr. Gary Chartrand
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic and Peggy Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Terry and Fran Combs Jr.
Mr. John M. Connelly
Dr. & Mr. Marilyn and Peter Coors
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony and Christie de Nicola
Mr. & Mrs. Kellie Dean
Mr. & Mrs. John and Kristine DeMatteo
Mr. & Mrs. Bill and Mary Ann DeMucci
Mr. & Mrs. J. Christopher and Ann Donahue
Mr. & Mrs. William and Amanda Dugan
Mr. & Mrs. William and Jean Dunn Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. David and Lisa Fischer
The Peter Flanigan Family
Mr. & Mrs. Greg and Carol Freeborg
Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Ellen Haas
Mr. & Mrs. Tim and Helen Healy
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Helow
Mrs. Barbara Henkels
Mr. & Mrs. Craig and Jamie Henry
Mr. & Mrs. John and Adeline Hines
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Karen Hoehn
Dr. & Mrs. Gregory and Susanne Hoffman
Mr. Lawrence H. Hyde Jr.
The Little Flower Foundation in Loving Memory of 
 Therese Ismert †
Mr. & Mrs. John and Margaret Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Kennedy III
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Margot Kyd
Mr. & Mrs. Donald and Charlene Lamberti
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Sharon Lawler
Dr. & Mrs. Michael and Jennifer Lum Lung
Mr. & Mrs. John and Mari Ann Martin
Mr. Jim McIngvale
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Meigs
Mr. & Mrs. John and Pat Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Eustace and Susanne Mita
Mr. Wiley L. Mossy
Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Mary Beth O’Reilly
Mr. & Mrs. Shane and Emily Ortega
The Pascucci Family
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Rhonda Peed
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Molly Perry Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Warren and Joanne Powers
Mrs. Claire K. Reiss

Mr. & Mrs. Steven and Melinda Roznowski
Drs. Carlos and Lucy Salas
Mr. & Mrs. James N. Scanlon
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Yvonne Seeman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Joan Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Steven and Mary Spencer
Mr. & Mrs. Ted and Mary Stenger Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Glory Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Beverly Tauke
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy and Susan Watkins
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Rebecca Williams III
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth and Kate Wood Sr.

10,000-24,999
Anonymous Donor (11)
Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
Catholic Campus Ministry GMU
D & N Ross Family Foundation
Egan Family Charitable Trust
Foundation for Youth Development
Harry S. and Isabel C. Cameron Foundation
Helen Brach Foundation
I.G. and M.G. Burton Charitable Fund
Margaret & George Helow Family Foundation Inc.
Ms. Mary L. Lewis †
Nicholas and Christina Raho Foundation
Oxbow Enterprises Inc.
Philip Rivers Foundation
Robert and Martha Trussell Family Foundation
Robertson Family Foundation
St. Paul Chong Hasang
St. Peter’s Catholic Church
Serra International Foundation
Solutia Adjusters LLC
St. John University Parish and Catholic Student Center
St. Mary’s Catholic Campus Ministry
St. Mary’s Catholic Center
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation
The Connelly Foundation
The Glen & Diane Meakem Foundation
The Humphreys Family Advised Fund
The Moran Foundation
The Sharing of Blessings Foundation
The Westerman Foundation
Tom & Glory Sullivan Foundation Inc.
U.S. Inspect LLC
Mr. & Mrs. John and Celeste Ahern
Dr. Maureen Baldy and Mr. John C. Williams
The Beasley Family
Mr. Matt Birk
Mr. Michael Bonin
Mr. & Mrs. John and Nancy Cecconi
Mr. Frank Cerbone

Mr. & Mrs. Tony and Mary Beth Church
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry and Donna Cirino
Mr. & Mrs. Chris and Sasha Clements
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Jackie Davis
Mr. Chris Davis
Ms. Grace A. DelNero
Mr. Michael E. Dill
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen and Anne Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. James and Marianne Egan
Mr. Abdallah Fata
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Kimberly Floyd
Mr. & Mrs. John and Lucy Flynn
Mr. Curt W. Fulcher
Mr. Carlos Garcia Parada
Mr. Geoff Gentile
Mr. & Mrs. Steven and Beth Gex
Mr. & Mrs. David and Maureen Gilday Sr.
Mr. Mark Hansen
Mr. & Mrs. Tim and Helen Healy
Mr. John J. Henke
Mr. Paul Henkels
Mr. & Mrs. Darryl and Armin Herzik
Ms. Dorothy A. Hillgrove
Mr. & Mrs. Edward and Linda Janeczko Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Barbara Jansen
Mr. & Mrs. William and Sharon Keefe
Mr. & Mrs. Travis and Jenny King
Mr. & Mrs. Troy and Christy King
Mr. & Mrs. John and Theresa Lavery
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph and Oonagh Linzmeier
Deacon & Mrs. George and Marilyn Loegering
Dr. Matt Luttrell
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis and Michaelann Martin
Dr. & Mrs. Jose and Catherine Martinez, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwood and Sandra Middlebrooks III
Mr. & Mrs. John and Pat Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Mistretta
Ms. Amalia Morehead
Mr. & Mrs. Jesus and Jeane Moya
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and Mary Mulvihill
Mr. & Mrs. William and Kathy Mumma
Mr. & Mrs. Mike and Sandra Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. William and Annette Newland
Fr. Jeff T. Norfolk
Ambassador Michael Novak Jr.
Mr. Gregory J. O’Leary and Ms. Patricia A. Kenney
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick and Suzanne Padgett
Mr. & Mrs. Leland and Sheila Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. James and Arci Rahm
Mr. & Mrs. Dan and Phyllis Rupprecht
Mr. & Mrs. Sanchez
Mr. David C. Savage
Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Jill Schreiber Jr.
Mr. Frederick P. Schwartz

why it’s possible our benefactors
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Mr. & Mrs. Tony and Mary Beth Church
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry and Donna Cirino
Mr. & Mrs. Chris and Sasha Clements
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Jackie Davis
Mr. Chris Davis
Ms. Grace A. DelNero
Mr. Michael E. Dill
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen and Anne Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. James and Marianne Egan
Mr. Abdallah Fata
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Kimberly Floyd
Mr. & Mrs. John and Lucy Flynn
Mr. Curt W. Fulcher
Mr. Carlos Garcia Parada
Mr. Geoff Gentile
Mr. & Mrs. Steven and Beth Gex
Mr. & Mrs. David and Maureen Gilday Sr.
Mr. Mark Hansen
Mr. & Mrs. Tim and Helen Healy
Mr. John J. Henke
Mr. Paul Henkels
Mr. & Mrs. Darryl and Armin Herzik
Ms. Dorothy A. Hillgrove
Mr. & Mrs. Edward and Linda Janeczko Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Barbara Jansen
Mr. & Mrs. William and Sharon Keefe
Mr. & Mrs. Travis and Jenny King
Mr. & Mrs. Troy and Christy King
Mr. & Mrs. John and Theresa Lavery
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph and Oonagh Linzmeier
Deacon & Mrs. George and Marilyn Loegering
Dr. Matt Luttrell
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis and Michaelann Martin
Dr. & Mrs. Jose and Catherine Martinez, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwood and Sandra Middlebrooks III
Mr. & Mrs. John and Pat Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Mistretta
Ms. Amalia Morehead
Mr. & Mrs. Jesus and Jeane Moya
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and Mary Mulvihill
Mr. & Mrs. William and Kathy Mumma
Mr. & Mrs. Mike and Sandra Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. William and Annette Newland
Fr. Jeff T. Norfolk
Ambassador Michael Novak Jr.
Mr. Gregory J. O’Leary and Ms. Patricia A. Kenney
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick and Suzanne Padgett
Mr. & Mrs. Leland and Sheila Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. James and Arci Rahm
Mr. & Mrs. Dan and Phyllis Rupprecht
Mr. & Mrs. Sanchez
Mr. David C. Savage
Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Jill Schreiber Jr.
Mr. Frederick P. Schwartz

Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Mila Sierra
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Bernadette Sloat
Mr. & Mrs. Bart and Becky Stephan
Mr. & Mrs. Mike and Bonnie Thomas
Dr. Kevin Thomson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Laura Timmis Jr.
Mr. Dennis L. Toman
Miss Kathleen A. Wacker
Mr. & Mrs. Randy and Janet Waring
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Katherine Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond and Marie Weingartz
Rev. Anthony P. Wilwerding
Dr. Wayne F. Yakes
Mr. Timothy M. Yessman

5,000-9,999
Anonymous Donor (26)
Archbishop of Boston St. Patrick Parish
Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Student Center 
 at the University of South Alabama
Archdiocese of New Orleans
Bayou Home Care LLC
Bianconi Family Foundation II
Blessed John XXIII University Parish
Capuchin Franciscan Friars
Catholic Community Foundation
Catholic Diocese of Richmond
Daniel A. Manion and Ann M. Manion Foundation
Diocese of Tyler
Dunn Family Foundation
E. Walter Hausstette Charitable Foundation
EC Holdings LLC
Friends of Newman Inc.
Hardy Realty Co.
Harvard Catholic Center
Holy Redeemer Church
J. and P. Livestock
Loras College
Louise M. Davies Foundation
Lynn P. DeMarco Charitable Foundation
Made for More
Merrion Family Foundation
Minarick Family Charitable Foundation
MLAEA Charitable Fund
Olson Charitable Lead Annuity Trust
Our Lady of Sorrows Church
Our Lady of the Lake Church
Our Lady of Wisdom Catholic Church
Pius X High School
Priester Foundation
Purchase Green
Rogers Appraisal Service Inc.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church

St. Matthew’s Catholic Church
St. Thomas More University Parish
Schwab Charitable Fund
Serra Club of Boulder County
Serra Trust Fund for Vocations
Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
 Diocese of  Arlington
Society for the Propagation of the Faith
 Diocese of LaCrosse
St. Bernardine Catholic Parish
St. Mary’s University Parish
St. Peter Catholic Student Center
St. Thomas More Catholic Parish
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
Student Government Association Inc.
Texas Christian Care Sleep Center LLC
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
The Frank Taylor Family Fund
The Shaughnessy Family Foundation
Thrush-Thompson Foundation Inc.
Trapp Family Charitable Fund
Troy Group Inc.
Wanzek Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Kelly Adamitis
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher and Gina Ahlers
Mr. & Mrs. Steve and Nancy Altman
Dr. Martha Arambula
Mr. & Mrs. Des and Ann Armstrong
Ms. Suzanne Bacheller
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Joanne Baker
Mrs. Julie Bannantine
Mr. & Mrs. Miles and Lisa Beacom
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Linda Bentz
Mr. Michael J. Bernard
Mr. & Mrs. Dave and Michele Bianconi
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Jackie Bitz
Mr. Michael J. Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Pat and Robyn Brady
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis and Terri Brazier
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis and Rachel Brehm
Mr. & Mrs. James and Dorothy Brophy
Dr. and Mrs. Randy and Pam Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Brent and Stacy Bruegging
Miss Anne Marie Brummer
Mr. David Buckles
Mr. & Mrs. Duane and Barbara Butt
Mr. Peter Carey
Drs. Paul and Janine Carson
Mr. George L. Carver
Mr. Elias R. Chapa
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Anne Connor
Mr. Mark Courchane
Mr. Mark Crippen
Dr. & Mrs. John and Debi Jo Crotty

Mr. & Mrs. Frank and Patti Cunningham
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde J. and Mary Dial
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick and Mary Dirk
Mr. & Ms. Paul and Janet Driscoll
Mr. & Mrs. Don and Fran Dudley
Dr. & Mrs. Paul and Bernadette Esposito
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew and Janice Eversgerd
Mr. Scott J. Faley
Mr. & Mrs. Kermit and Ellen Fendler
Mr. Keith S. Fimian
Ms. Nancy H. Flack
Mr. & Mrs. James and Christine Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Folley
Mr. & Mrs. John and Eleanor Freund
Mr. & Ms. Doug and Mary Frichtl
Mr. & Mrs. Juan and Belinda Garcia
Mr. Matthew Gargani
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Julie Gieger
Mr. & Mrs. Pat and Patricia Girolamo
Mr. John Golden
Ms. Lupita Gosman
Ms. Lydia Goulas
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund and Teresa Green
Mr. & Mrs. Eric and Patricia Grieshop
Mr. & Mrs. Bob and Lisa Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Steve and Toni Gruenwald
Mr. & Mrs. Ron and Doris Guenther
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Jill Hain
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Mary Hammer
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Ann Harper
Mr. & Mrs. Edward and Mary Hart
Mr. Kevin Heringer
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton and Sarah Horinek
Mr. Aaron M. Horinek
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen and Heather Hruby
Mr. & Mrs. Dave and Margie Hunter
Mr. Ralph Jacobson
Mr. & Mrs. Steven and Cynthia Jerger
Ms. Lisa Johnson
Ms. Patricia Kambourian
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Joanne Kerins
Mr. & Mrs. Adam and Irene Koble
Mr. & Mrs. Craig and Medora Koenig
Mrs. Bonnie Koenning
Mr. Bill Krahulik
Mr. Kelly W. Kritsky
Mr. & Mrs. Chris and Elizabeth Kuetemeyer
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Caroline Kurtz
Mr. Jeff Landgrave
Mr. & Mrs. Chris and Eileen Laubacher
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Alice Lewis
Mr. Jerome D. Loos
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Mary Colleen Lum Lung
Mr. & Mrs. Tad and Betsy Lyle

Dr. Darren Lyn
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and Ann Manion
Mr. Justin M. Manion
Deacon & Mrs. David and Kathy Maurer
Mr. & Mrs. Matt and Libby McCartney
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Karen Mcgauley
Mr. James M. McLaughlin Jr.
Ms. Karen Mclaughlin
Mr. Kevin A. Meier
Mrs. Marie Meier
Mr. Michael J. Metzger
Mr. & Mrs. Jaime and Mary Meyer
Mr. Martin M. Meyers
Ms. Katelyn M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Mitch and Sarah Minarick
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Anne Minarick
Mrs. Maria Miranda
Mr. & Mrs. David and Geri Misch
Mr. & Mrs. John and Sandy Mischnick
Mr. John Mollman
Ms. Ann Moloney
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Jo Ellen Monahan
Mr. & Mrs. Ron and Nancy Mongeon
Mr. Joey E. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. John and Brenda Mosher
Mr. Mike J. Mumaugh
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Murray
Mr. Richard Mutchler
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Ms. Anna B. Nauman
Dr. Thomas Nix Jr.
Mr. Lloyd Noble II
Dr. Byron Nordhus and Mrs. Marilee Drouhard
Mrs. Peggie Notarianni
Drs. Frank and Aime Nuar
Mr. John Odgaard
Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Dessany Oestman
Mr. Ben O’Neill
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis and Anne O’Rourke
Mr. & Mrs. Jamie and Tammy O’Rourke
Mr. & Mrs. Lee and Venesa Pamuk
Mr. & Mrs. Bill and Melanie Pasulka
Mr. & Mrs. Steve and Theresa Paul
Mr. Steven Pepin
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Jeannine Peters
Mr. Steve Petullo
Mr. & Mrs. Buddy and Jamie Philpot
Dr. & Mrs. James and Suzanne Pillen
Mrs. Bette Poliquin
Mr. & Mrs. Phil and Connie Pratt
Ms. Valerie Rafferty
Mr. Eric K. Reisenbuckler
Mr. Jeffrey Reminga and Dr. Maria Marta Ferreyra
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick and Jeanne Respeliers
Mr. Melnard J. Rio
Mr. & Mrs. James and Barbara Rosser
Mr. & Mrs. Jose and Lucinda Salinas
Mr. & Mrs. Leonardo and Victoria Sanchez
Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Meg Scharmer
Mr. Walter P. Schattle
Dr. & Mrs. Michael and Diane Schilmoeller
Mr. Gregory G. Schmidt
Mr. Nolan D. Schmidt
Deacon Daniel P. Schmitz
Mr. Daniel Schreck
Mr. & Mrs. Jay and Eileen Shepard
Dr. & Mrs. William and Donna Shergy
Mrs. Karen Showalter
Mr. Robert E. Simons
Dr. & Mrs. Michael and Virginia Skoch
Mr. & Mrs. Gary and Gayle Somers
Mr. & Mrs. Gene and Patti Spinelli
Mr. Peter Stein
Mr. & Mrs. Don and Leona Steinhilber
Mr. & Mrs. J. Frank and Kim Taylor
Mr. Michael J. Teal
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Janel Telthorst
Mr. & Ms. Tom and Nancy Terryberry
Mr. Gerald P. Theisen
Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur and Virginia Thesier
Mr. Bryan J. Thiry
Drs. John and Rose Thomas
Mrs. Annette V. Thompson

FOCUS LEGACY SOCIETY

The FOCUS Legacy Society recognizes individuals who have 
included FOCUS in their estate plan. FOCUS may benefit as 
a beneficiary of wills and trusts, gift annuities, life insurance, 
personal property, retirement plans and more. For more infor-
mation, contact Joshua Gideon, Director of Planned Giving, 
at 303.551.7413 or email joshua.gideon@focus.org. 

We regret any omissions or errors. Please notify us if you have 
designated FOCUS as a beneficiary or other planned gift. 
Anonymous gifts are treated confidentially.

Anonymous Donor (8)
Mrs. Cecilia M. Allen
Mrs. Marguerite F. Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Kent and Jacqueline Bettale
Ms. Eileen Beuler
Miss Agnes Biegel
Mr. Michael P. Blair
Rev. Charles D. Borho †
Mr. & Mrs. Pat and Robyn Brady
Mr. & Mrs. J. Paul and Frances Breitbach
Mr. & Mrs. Troy and Brenda Cannella
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Caroline Cloud

Mr. Al Conlin
Fr. James N. Dean
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Dietrich
Mr. & Mrs. John and Lucy Flynn
Mr. William L. Geiger
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua and Elisabeth Gideon
Mr. & Mrs. Joe and Rebecca Hensler
Mr. & Mrs. Clarke and Sandie Herbert
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton and Sarah Horinek
Mr. & Mrs. James and Kimberly Jansen
Mr. & Mrs. John and Barbara Kaisersatt
Mr. & Mrs. Chris and Elizabeth Kuetemeyer
Mr. Leonard J. Langenderfer †
Mr. & Mrs. Ray and Katherine LeBlanc
Ms. Mary L. Lewis †
Deacon & Mrs. George and Marilyn Loegering
Mr. & Mrs. Eric G. Mansfield Jr.
Miss Rose M. Mantelli
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis and Michaelann Martin
Miss Thelma C. Mascarinas
Mr. & Mrs. Claude and Margaret Medina
Mrs. Marie Meier
Mr. & Mrs. Craig and Melissa Miller
Mr. John F. Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. David and Laetitia Offutt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and June Pumford
Mr. Louis Ray

thank you to 
all who make 
this possible!

Mr. William M. Rogers †
Mr. & Mrs. John and Carol Saeman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Yvonne Seeman
Mr. Robert E. Simons
Msgr. Jerome Sommer †
Ms. Angela M. Telthorst
Mr. & Mrs. John and Barbara Zimmer

Mr. Gregory P. Touchet
Mrs. Deanne C. Tracy
Mr. & Mrs. Chris and Julia Trapp
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Julie Treinen
Mr. Gregory L. Vandenberg
Mrs. Mary Ellen Vander Woude
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Vitale
Dr. Thomas A. Voelker
Deacon & Mrs. John and Barbara Volk
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher and Michelle Wagner
Mr. William E. Wagner II
Ms. Elaine E. Wagner
Mr. Bradley J. Wanner
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher and Lauren Warren
Mr. Michael Webber
Mrs. Donna Weiner
Mr. & Mrs. John and Donna West
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher and Julie White
Ms. Joan Wieseler
Mr. & Mrs. David Wilburn
Mr. & Mrs. Dave and Susan Willingham
Mr. & Mrs. Pat and Theresa Wingen
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Wirth
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Megan Wurtz
Mr. & Mrs. James and Janice Zapapas Jr.
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Mark Collar
Chairman of the FOCUS 
Board; Retired President,
P&G Pharmaceuticals
Chair, EC; serves on all 
committees

Archbishop Samuel 
Aquila*
Archbishop of Denver

Margot Kyd*
Retired Executive,
Sempra Energy

Msgr. John Cihak
Official at the Congregation 
of Bishops; Master of 
Ceremonies to His Holiness, 
Pope Francis 
NCCG

Curtis Martin
Founder and CEO, 
FOCUS
EC; serves on all 
committees

Fr. Michael E. Drea*
St. Paul’s Pastor,
Senior Chaplain of Harvard
NCCG
 

John Martin
Founder, Martin Family Foundation; 
Founder, The VINE Foundation;
Founder, McMurry Oil Company; 
Owner, Jonah Gas Company
FC

Alejandro Bermúdez
Executive Director, 
Catholic News Agency
DIAC, NCCG

Craig Miller
President, FOCUS
EC; serves on all 
committees

Fred Clark
President, Pacific Equity 
Management
Chair, DIAC; EC, NCCG
 

William Mumma
President, Becket Fund;
Chief Operating Officer, 
Mitsubishi UFJ Securities
Chair, FC; AC, EC

Terry Combs
Founder, Former CEO and 
Chairman, Integrated 
Airline Services
AC, DIAC, FC

Bill Newland
Owner, Hercules Industries, Inc.
Chair, NCCG; AC, EC, FC

Dr. Edward Sri
Provost and Professor of 
Theology,
Augustine Institute
DIAC

David Fischer
President, St. Joseph G.P., LLC
AC, FC

Megan Wurtz
FOCUS missionary alumna 
(1998 – 2001)
DIAC, NCCG

Margaret Kelly*
Retired CEO, RE/MAX; 
Chair, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Kansas City, 
Denver Branch

Bill DeMucci
Founder and President, 
Titron Media Co. Ltd.
Chair, AC; DIAC, EC, FC

board of 
directors

*denotes new fiscal year 2016 
board member

AC - Audit Committee
DIAC - Development and 
Institutional Advancement Committee
EC - Executive Committee
FC - Finance Committee
NCCG - Nomination, Compensation,
Corporate Governance Committee

Committee Legend:

“We are an active 
group, each of us 
deeply engaged in 
our work with FOCUS. 
We take our board 
roles very seriously.”

  
-Mark Collar,

Chairman of the Board
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executive leadership team
meet our leaders Through prayerful decision-making and 

team-oriented collaboration, our FOCUS 
executive team members provide the strate-
gic vision and day-to-day management for 
the organization as a whole. 

<

Curtis Martin is the founder and 
chief executive officer of FOCUS. 
Since founding FOCUS in 1998, 
Curtis has spearheaded this effort 
of the New Evangelization, which 
has now trained more than 20,000 
young people to love and evangelize 
in their own communities. He is a 
well-known speaker and a frequent 
media guest on topics related to 
Catholic teaching. In 2011, Pope 
Benedict XVI appointed Curtis as a 
Consulter to the Pontifical Council 
of the New Evangelization. Curtis 
and his wife, Michaelann, live in 
Westminster, Colorado, with five of 
their nine children.

<
Craig Miller is the president of 
FOCUS. In 2003, after a remark-
ably successful career in Silicon 
Valley that included leading sales 
and cooperative marketing for 
Cisco’s global accounts, Craig ac-
cepted Curtis’ invitation to help 
manage the operational needs 
created by FOCUS’ growth. Since 
then, Craig has overseen all aspects 
of operations, administration, de-
velopment and finance as FOCUS 
continues to grow from a presence 
on 15 college campuses in 2004 to 
serving on 113 campuses today. 
He lives in Genesee, Colorado, 
with his wife, Melissa, and four of 
their six children.

<
Joe Hensler joined the FOCUS 
leadership team in 2012 as vice pres-
ident of collegiate outreach.  Joe’s 
wide range of experience in business, 
non-profit and religious communi-
ties, particularly his 19 years with 
Procter & Gamble, greatly benefits 
FOCUS.  A native of St. Louis, Joe 
now resides in Highlands Ranch, 
Colorado, with his wife, Becky, and 
their five children.

<
Brenda Cannella is vice presi dent of 
finance for FOCUS and also provides 
leadership for our events and service 
operations departments. Before she 
joined FOCUS in 2010, her past 
leadership roles in finance with Arthur 
Andersen LLP and Robert Half Inter-
national gave her extensive account-
ing experience, which is invaluable to 
FOCUS’ financial management. Pur-
suing her passion for the New Evan-
gelization, Brenda volunteers both 
within her parish, where she serves 
as a member of the finance council, 
and beyond. Brenda and her husband, 
Troy, live in Erie, Colorado, with their 
five children.

<
Fr. John Lager, O.F.M. Cap., has served 
FOCUS as the organization’s national 
chaplain since 2013. Ordained in 1979, 
Fr. John has served the Capuchins as an 
associate pastor, a high school campus 
minister, and as the order's director of 
development and missionary activi-
ty. He has also served as the executive 
director of the Samaritan House of 
Denver, vocation director for the Capu-
chin Province of Mid-America, and is 
co-founder of Marked Men for Christ 
ministry.

<
John Zimmer is vice president of 
apostolic development for FOCUS.  
Since joining FOCUS in 1999, he 
has served in a variety of roles, includ-
ing serving as a campus missionary, 
directing the national apostolate and 
overseeing the training and formation 
of the missionary staff.  John speaks 
and teaches throughout the country 
on leadership, evangelization and 
apologetics.   John lives in Centennial, 
Colorado, with his wife Barbara and 
their seven children.

<



33  |  MEET OUR LEADERS  |  FACTS IN FOCUS

the problem: 
loss of faith 

in college 
College students 
who seriously 
considered sui-
cide**

80%
Catholics who leave 
the faith who do so 
between the ages of 
18 – 23* 

54% 46% 8%
College students 
who felt over-
whelming 
anxiety**

College students 
who felt that 
things were 
hopeless**

there is more 
work to be done:

*Pew Forum on Religion and the Public Life and author Sherry Weddell
**American College Health Association, National College Health Assessment, Spring 2014

17,530 3,422 57%

20,000
The number of FOCUS
alumni since  inception

> 1 : 1
Ratio of alumni to 17,000+ 
U.S. parishes, according to 
the USCCB statistics
in 2014

250

$285,000

68,294

FOCUS goal for number of 
campuses by 2022 

Average annual cost for FOCUS 
missionary team on a campus

Current number of 
FOCUS benefactors 

(THANK YOU!)

The number of students 
attending at least one 
FOCUS Bible study 
last year

Bible studies 
across our 100 
campuses

Increase in 
number of Bible 
studies over the 
prior year

battlefield strategy
facts in focus<

the fruit: 
lifelong

Catholic mission

the solution:

more than

Nearly 



603 Park Point Dr.
Golden, CO 80401

There is a battle and a 
battle where salvation is at play,  
eternal salvation of us all. 

— Pope Francis, October 11, 2013


