
10 Great Scripture Passages for
Lectio Divina

1. LUKE 5:18–25
This scripture passage is great to pray on if you’re looking to intercede in prayer for your
friends.

18 Just then some men came, carrying a paralyzed man on a bed. They were trying to bring him
in and lay him before Jesus; 19 but finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they
went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the middle of the crowd
in front of Jesus.

20 When he saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 Then the scribes
and the Pharisees began to question, “Who is this who is speaking blasphemies? Who can
forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived their questionings, he answered them,
“Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’? 24 But so that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the one who was paralyzed—“I say to you,
stand up and take your bed and go to your home.”

25 Immediately he stood up before them, took what he had been lying on, and went to his
home, glorifying God.

2. 2 TIMOTHY 2:1–5
This is a great scripture passage to pray with as you grow in sharing the gospel and
learn to lead others in discipleship.

1 You then, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; 2 and what you have heard
from me through many witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be able to teach others as
well. 3 Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving in the army gets
entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting officer. 5 And in the
case of an athlete, no one is crowned without competing according to the rules.



3. EPHESIANS 1:4–14
Use this passage for deeper learning on what it means to be a child of God and inherit
His promises.

4 Just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless
before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on
us in the Beloved.

7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10
as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we,
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.

13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of
our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

4. ROMANS 10:14–17
Read this passage if you’re looking to learn more about the call to conversion.

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 16 But not all have obeyed the good news;
for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 17 So faith comes from what is heard,
and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.



5. MATTHEW 25:31–46
This passage tells us more about what God’s judgment will look like when Jesus returns.

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.

34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I
was in prison and you visited me.’

37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You
that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42
for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and
in prison and you did not visit me.’

44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

6. PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8
This passage is great for praying on humility and obedience.

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.



7. JOHN 1:1–5, 14–18
This passage tells us more about who Jesus is and teaches us why we pray with
scripture as the word of God.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light
of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it…

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

8. MATTHEW 7:24-27
This passage is a parable that teaches us about building our lives with God as the
foundation.

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who
built his house on rock. 25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 26 And everyone who hears
these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on
sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell—and great was its fall!”

9. MATTHEW 13:3-9, 18-23
This scripture passage speaks to the power of following Jesus’ message and its ability to
produce fruit in our lives.

3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as
he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell



on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!”

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is
what was sown on the path.

20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

10. MATTHEW 16:13-17
Pray with this passage to meditate on who Jesus is.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.


